

Families Required to Complete Application for HISD’s Free and Reduced Price Meals Program
Application available online and at all HISD campuses for 2013-2014 academic year
August 8, 2013 –Families must complete an application for their children to qualify for free-and reduced-price meals and ensure their children start the school year with access to healthy meals.  


Families can fill out their application at any HISD campus, at the HISD Food Services Support Facility (6801 Bennington Street), or online at www.mealapps.houstonisd.org.  

“We want to ensure all children start their academic year with access to healthy meals,” HISD Food Services Senior Manager Brian Giles said.  “So we urge all families to submit the application in order to qualify, even if they already did last year.” 


HISD will also be sending letters to students’ homes explaining eligibility benefits and any actions parents should to take to apply for these benefits. Hard copies are available at each campus and at HISD Food Services as well.

This releases serves as the announcement of the 2013-2014 HISD Policy Statement for providing free and reduced-price meals for children served under the attached current income eligibility.  The policy statement may be reviewed by anyone upon request and is kept on site at each school/site and the Food Service Administration office.
Criteria for Free and Reduced-Price Meal Benefits

The following criteria will be used to determine a child’s eligibility for free or reduced-price meal benefits: 

Income

Household income that is at or below the income eligibility levels 

Categorical or Automatic Eligibility

Household receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF); or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)

Program Participant 

Child’s status as a foster child, homeless, runaway, migrant, or displaced by a declared disaster 

Child’s enrollment in Head Start or Even Start 
Income Eligibility

For those households that quality for free or reduced-price meals based on income, an adult in the household must fill out free and reduced-price meal application and return it to your child’s school. Those individuals filling out the application will need to provide the following information:

· Names of all household members

· Amount, frequency, and source of current income for each household member

· Last 4 digits of the Social Security number of the adult household member who signs the application or, if the adult does not have a social security number, check the box for “I do not have a Social Security number”
· Signature of an adult household member attesting that the information provided is correct.

Categorical or Program Eligibility

HISD is working with local agencies to identify all children who are categorically and program eligible. HISD will notify the households of these children that they do not need to complete an application. Any household that does not receive a letter and feels it should have should contact HISD/Food Services, Student Eligibility and Accountability Department at 713-491-5944.

Any household that wishes to decline benefits should contact HISD/Food Services, Student Eligibility and Accountability Department at 713-491-5944.
Applications may be submitted anytime during the school year. The information households provide on the application will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility. Applications may also be verified by the school officials at any time during the school year.
Determining Eligibility

Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price meal policy, the HISD Office of Student Eligibility & Accountability will review applications and determine eligibility. Households or guardians dissatisfied with the Reviewing Official’s eligibility determination may wish to discuss the decision with the Reviewing Official on an informal basis. Households wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to Sr. Administrator, Food Services, 6801 Bennington St., Houston, TX 77028, Phone 713-491-5853.

Unexpected Circumstances

If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school. Such changes may make the children of the household eligible for benefits if the household’s income falls at or below the attached current income eligibility guidelines.

Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at programintake@usda.gov. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136(Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 282 schools and nearly 210,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with more than 25,000 employees.
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
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Income Eligibility Guidelines for Determining Free and Reduced-Price Benefits
July 1, 2013—June 30, 2014
Annually Monthly Twice Per Month Every Two Weeks Weekly
&= Free Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced
1 $14,937 | $21,257 $1,245 $1,772 $623 $886 $575 $818 $288 $409
2 $20,163 | $28,694 $1,681 $2,392 $841 $1,196 $776 $1,104 $388 $552
3 $25389 | $36,131 $2,116 $3,011 $1,058 $1,506 $977 $1,390 $489 $695
4 $30,615 | $43,568 $2,552 $3,631 $1,276 $1,816 $1,178 $1,676 $589 $838 E
s $35841 | $51,005 $2,987 $4,251 $1,494 $2,126 $1,379 $1,962 $690 $981
6 $41,067 | $58442 $3423 $4,871 $1,712 $2436 $1,580 $2,248 $790 $1,124
7 $46,203 | $65,879 $3,858 $5,490 $1,929 $2,745 $1,781 $2,534 $891 $1,267
8 $51,519 | $73316 $4,294 $6,110 $2,147 $3,055 $1,982 $2,820 $991 $1,410
° $56,745 | $80,753 $4,730 $6,730 $2,365 $3,365 $2,183 $3,107 $1,002 $1,554
10 | $61,971 | $88,190 $5,166 $7,350 $2,583 $3,675 $2,384 $3,394 $1,193 $1,698
" $67,197 | $95,627 $5,602 $7,970 $2,801 $3,985 $2,585 $3,681 $1,294 $1,842 L
12 | $72423 | $103,064 | $6,038 $8,590 $3,019 $4,295 $2,786 $3,968 $1,395 $1,986
For each sdditional family member add:
+$5206 | +S$7437 | +$436 +$620 +$218 +$310 +$201 +$287 +$101 +$144
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