Texas History
Government project:  May 3rd
Committees:
Bills, ruling, appropriations, tourism

The legislature process is arduous.  The framers realized that changes in government had to be this way so the leaders can fully discuss debate, evaluate, amend, and then finally decide on these changes.  Committees are the backbone of the political process.  The committee shapes the governmental agenda.  It investigates, develops, plans, recommends, and leads the legislature body.  
Bills committee
Chairperson:

Committee:    4-6 members  
Main objective:
To research, develop, and create a bill (resolution) for the legislature body for it to become a law.  

Tasks:


· Research an issue or problem that a law will resolve or address (research material and notes to included in folder)
· Write the bill in the correct format (Typed, 4 copies of final draft)
· Prepare a presentation of the bill to the general student body (7th graders) for consideration.
Multimedia (powerpoint, posters, graphs, flash, hyperstudio)
·  debating the bill against opponents and elaborate on the details of the bill to fellow congressman (consider fallacies, debate techniques, factual research, and persuasive argument) 
· Make changes (amendments) in the bill as needed to increase possibility for approval.

· Goal is to get bill approve by both chambers and the Governor (success rates are low for most bills)
· Keep all research material, drafts, notes, and other work in government folder for checks.

Important points:    ruling committee will evaluate bill for credibility, priority, factual data, and constitutionality 
Ruling committee recommends bills to be read in the House or Senate.

This project has been modified from the actual procedures of the legislature. Usually a bill is presented to the legislature and the presiding leader (Lt. Governor-Senate, Majority Leader-House) refers the bill to a sub-committee that is responsible for the topic of the bill.  If no committee exists, the leader will assign members to a newly form committee if deemed necessary for consideration. 

A bill must be read three times before each chamber in order to consider for vote nomination.  Timely presentation, lobbyists, and negotiations are key factors in this process. 
Resolution:  these are amendments to the Constitution,  2/3 votes in both chambers are required.  (Bill of Rights or Articles of State Constitution) Once passed, the citizens must vote on the amendments for final ratification.  
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Budget committee: (Budget)-appropriations
Chairperson:
A committee of 4-6 members.

Main objective:  Develop a working budget for the state.   Working budget are projected estimates of what each governmental department will receive for daily operations for fiscal year.
Modification:
Budget for state department can be substitute.

Tasks:
· Research the budget for the past fiscal year for Texas or a Texas department.
· Make calculations for a projected budget with an increase or decrease 

· Justified your calculations based on factual data and persuasive argument

· Request your budget for approval by making a presentation via multimedia format

· Budget formatted using Excel program.  Create charts and graphs as needed.
· Keep all research material, drafts, notes, and other work in government folder for checks.

Important points: 
Budget proposal must be review by ruling committee.  Budget must include all major expenses and revenues expected for the fiscal year.  A persuasive presentation and details will increase the possibility for approval.  This is the most tedious task committee because it deals with large sums of money divided into small detailed categories. This is why sometime governmental spending is hard to keep track of and it falls into a deficit.  
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Ruling committee
Chairperson:

A committee of 4-5 members
Main objective:   Standing committee will read, evaluate, recommend, change, and approve all bills, resolutions and any other duties require of such as allow by the 

Powers vested in the Texas Constitution. 

Evaluate and approval of departmental budget from appropriation committee and legislature ratification. 

Additional duties:  Research roles of legislature position, assume roles during sessions.
(House speaker, sergeant at arm, clerk, etc)  Research and carry out correct legislature procedures during sessions.

Tasks:

· Research data about legislature procedures, roles, and responsibilities
· Practice roles and procedures for whole legislature sessions

· Read and understand all aspect of Texas Constitution

· Review, evaluate, amend, and advise on all bills, resolutions, budgets, plans and any other submission as needed by other committees.

· Approve or disapprove all submitted committee plans before the legislature session.  
· Administrative duties for legislature session. (order and civilize procedures during session)

· Any other duties not delegated by the administrative shall be vested in this committee in order to fulfilled obligations. 

· Keep all research material, drafts, notes, and other work in government folder for checks.

Important points:
Concise and clear understanding of the Texas Constitution is vital aspect of your duties.  Modifications of rules and procedures will incur due to time limitation, classroom settings, and academic performances so prepare to adjust as needed.  The process is more important than the product but usually when the process is excellent that the product is also.  Judgment decisions are essential for good leaders, so evaluate and make it work!! Remember due process and fairness.  
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Tourist committee:   Special committee

Chairperson:

A committee of 4-6 members

Main objective:
Research, develop and present a fiscal tourist program for the State of Texas.  This special committee must have a viable plan to increase tourism in Texas in order to generate additional revenue.  
Tasks:

· Research tourism in Texas
· Evaluate the present revenue and potential growth of tourism in Texas

· Develop an advertising plan to increase tourism in Texas

· Develop and create a presentation for a tourism budget plan for Texas with potential increase in revenue

· Seek revenue and other options for increase such as statewide events, taxes, etc.
· Develop a Texas website for tourism.

· Keep all research material, drafts, notes, and other work in government folder for checks.

Important points:
Facts and figures must be accurate and doable.   Plan and delegate each task among each committee members.  Goal is to get approval of plan by majority members of legislature body.  Utilizing graphs, powerpoint, multimedia and other technology is the key to a successful plan.  Plan must seek approval of ruling committee before submission to the whole legislature body. 

