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Principal's Corner
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Tips on Attendance Monitoring
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We have noticed that the in-person attendance for students who are identified as in-person learners has started to fluctuate.  We can be flexible with students, and it isn’t necessarily a problem for us, but I worry that parents may think their children are on campus when they may not be.  You are able to monitor your child’s participation by reviewing the attendance records on the HISD Connect Parent Portal.  Take a look at the example.  You will notice three types of notations.  RA means your student participated in learning remotely.  AT means the teacher marked the student absent.  A blank means the student attended class in-person.
 
If your child has been marked absent with your permission, please provide an excuse note so that the attendance record can be updated as excused.  Excuse notes should be sent to the Neighborhood Clerk.
 
Why Does Attendance Matter?
Students must attend 90% of the class periods for a course to be eligible for credit for the course.  Attendance plus a passing grade will secure credit for the course.  Let’s break this down.
 
For example, if this semester has 42 class meetings for each course, students who miss more than 4 times will not have enough attendance recorded to earn credit for the class.  If credit is not earned because a student has more than 4 absences, we have the opportunity to allow for credit appeal if the student has attended at least 75% of the course periods.  If the student has missed more than 25% of the class meetings, the only option is for the student to take the class again. 
 
Here are a few examples:
· Sunshine has 4 absences from Advanced Basket Weaving and earns a passing grade = Sunshine earns credit for the course.
· Moonpie has 6 absences from Advanced Basket weaving and earns a passing grade = Moonpie will only get credit for the course if he attends 6 hours of credit appeal recovery.
· Petunia has 9 absences from Advanced Basket Weaving and earns a passing grade = Petunia will only get credit for the course if she attends 15 hours of credit appeal recovery.
· Dandelion has 10 absences from Advanced Basket Weaving and earns a passing grade = Dandelion will not get credit for this course and will need to retake the course, which may delay graduation.
 
 
Reminder About STAAR EOCs
We are administering STAAR EOC retakes next week for students who did not pass during the original administration.  Parents and students have received emails if the student is expected to report to campus for test administration.  Please check student email accounts and the email account on file for communication with the school, or you may email the Academic Dean if you have questions.
 
College Applications
It’s that time for our seniors to wrap up those college applications.  If your student is applying for a college with a December, January or February application deadline, they should be asking for assistance now.  Academic Deans and our College Corner Advisors will not be available to answer questions, write recommendation letters or send transcripts over winter break.  Plan ahead and ask for support now.
 
FAFSA Deadline Fast Approaching – January 15th!

Highlighted Events
· Sat. Dec. 5th- Thespian Super Saturday
· Tues. Dec. 8th - STAAR EOC:  Eng. 1 (LHS/Online) All Day
· Wed. Dec. 9th- STAAR EOC: Alg. 1 & US Hist. (LHS/Online) All Day
· Wed. Dec. 9th- UIL Production Rehearsal (TBA) 4:30 - 6:30 pm
· Thurs. Dec. 10th- STAAR EOC: Eng. 2 (LHS/Online) All Day
· Thurs. Dec. 10th- Mainstage Production Rehearsal (TBA) 4:30 - 6:30 pm
· Thurs. Dec. 10th- Football Playoff Game vs TBA (Delmar) 7 pm
· Fri. Dec. 11th- STAAR EOC: Biology
· Fri. Dec. 11th- LDP Meeting (TBA) 5:30 pm
· Sat. Dec. 12th- Virtual 24 Hour Play Festival (Online) TBA
· Fri. Dec. 11th- Report Card Day
· Mon. Dec. 14th- Underclassmen Photo Retakes (LHS)/Face-to-face students during school hours/Virtual Students after school
· Mon. Dec. 14th - Wed. Dec. 16th- Alg. 1, Bio. & US Hist. (extended make-up dates)
· Wed. Dec. 16th- NHS Officer Installation (LHS) 7 - 9 pm
· Wed. Dec. 16th-  UIL Production Rehearsal (TBA) 4:30 - 6:30 pm
· Thurs. Dec. 17th- Mainstage Production Rehearsal (TBA) 4:30 - 6:30 pm

December A/B Calendar
[image: ]
or click: December 2020 Calendar.jpg to retrieve a copy
 
 
 
Final Exams Schedule
 
Monday, January 25, 2021:   Period 2- (8:30 - 10:30 am)
                                                Period 1- (10:40 am - 12:40 pm)
                                                Lunch 12:40 - 12:50 pm
 
Tuesday, January 26, 2021:  Period 6- (8:30 - 10:30 am)
                                                Period 5- (10:40 am - 12:40 pm)
                                                Lunch 12:40 - 12:50 pm
 
Wednesday, January 27, 2021:  Period 3- (8:30 - 10:30 am)
                                                      Period 4- (10:40 am - 12:40 pm)
                                                      Lunch 12:40 - 12:50 pm
Thursday, January 28, 2021:  Period 7- (8:30 - 10:30 am)
                                                  Period 8- (10:40 am - 12:40 pm)
                                                  Lunch 12:40 - 12:50 pm
 

Testing Dates
STAAR EOC Retest – December 8-11, 2020
Identified students are scheduled to take STAAR EOC (End of Course) exams at Lamar next week. Students who previously failed an EOC or who failed the corresponding course last school year, will have an opportunity to take the needed EOC next week. Due to test security, students can only take STAAR exams while on campus. Students needing to test were emailed their testing schedule earlier this week. Students must bring their fully charged HISD laptop, charging cable, and headphones to their testing room by 8:30 AM on their assigned testing days.
 
Students must pass all five STAAR EOC tests to meet graduation requirements. The next opportunity to retake these tests will be in April/May 2021.   If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Academic Dean or Ms. Walton, the Campus Test Coordinator, at swalton@houstonisd.org.  
 
December 8 – English 1
December 9 – Algebra 1, US History
December 10 – English 2
December 11 – Biology
December 14-16 - Algebra 1, Biology, US History (extended make-up dates)
 
SAT and PSAT/NMSQT Test Results
Students who took the SAT or PSAT/NMSQT on October 27th/29th will be able to view their results on the College Board website beginning December 8th.
 
PSAT/NMSQT Make-up Test - January 26, 2021
The College Board is offering one final opportunity for 11th graders to take the PSAT/NMSQT on January 26. This testing opportunity is only for 11th graders who missed the October administration. Students who took the October administration of the PSAT/NMSQT are not allowed to take the test again.  If your 11th grader was unable to test in October and would like to test in January, please have them log into their HISD Google account and complete the Google form at  https://forms.gle/MRakRRVhD7h1K4ue9. Interested students must register for the PSAT/NMSQT by the deadline to have a test ordered for them. The deadline to register for the make-up PSAT/NMSQT is 8:00 AM on December 10th. No extra tests will be ordered.
 
Save the Date
9th grade PSAT 8/9 – January 12
10th grade PSAT 10 – February 23
 

1-800-STUCO
Hey Texans! We hope you had a relaxing break! Make sure you continue to social distance, wash your hands often, and wear your mask. It is important that we all take precautions to keep our Lamar family safe and healthy! Be sure to follow us on Instagram (@lamarstudentcouncil) and Twitter (@lamarstucoo). Feel free to email us any comments, questions, or concerns to lamarstudentcouncil@gmail.com. Go Texans! 
 
 

St. John the Divine ESL Spring 2021 Registration Dates and ESL Web Site
SJD Spring semester for ESL classes for adults.  Below is the link of the web site and attached St. John the Divine ESL 2021 Spring Schedule for Adults - 11-25-2020.pdf  is the Spring 2021 Schedule.  Classes will continue to be remote. 
 
The web site link is https://www.sjd.org/groups/esl-english-as-a-second-language/116/ and you can find the short bios of our teachers and volunteers from https://www.sjd.org/whos-who-in-esl/
 
Our registrations for Spring 2021 will start on December 7th and, it will end on January 7th.  There is a typically a $50 registration per person for materials but SJD will cover that for any Lamar parent.
 
 

IB Ambassadors
The IB Ambassadors are an organization of seniors in the IB program who want to help incoming and current IB students navigate through the IB experience. We’ll host information sessions, answer any questions, and help guide students through understanding what IB is all about. Interact with us through any of the platforms below!
 
· Join our Teams channel:
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ad618ec038db74bfc9ba25997ad2207a6%40thread.tacv2/1605708044905?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f5eb9966-9336-4b33-8895-9982425b13ed%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2289826ee4-0d53-4e3f-8acb-50661804333b%22%7d
 
· Email us:
LHSIBAmbassadors@gmail.com
 
· Follow or DM us on Instagram:
@LHSIBAmbassadors
 
· Check out our website:
https://ibcorner.weebly.com
 

Senior Jean Day Winners
Congratulations to the Class of 2021 Winners!
Most Senior Spirit – Stevie Neumann
Most Texan – Taylor Reeves &
                      Saige Wackar
Most Creative – Amanda Zavala & Annice Applewhite
Most Bedazzled – Kennede Earle
 
Stop by the business office to pick-up your prizes. 
 
Special Thanks to PTO (Casey Schultz) for coordinating this contest!
 
 

PTO News
Dear Lamar Families,
 
BIG & BRIGHT Fundraising Campaign
Help us reach our $70,000 goal to support our students and teacher!  We still need to raise $16,676. Simply click the "Donate NOW" button below to make a donation to the Lamar PTO Big & Bright Campaign. No donation is too small! 
 
https://lamarpto.wufoo.com/forms/xb0h9le089qvlj/
 
Can grandparents and family members contribute to this campaign? YES! Feel free to pass along this email to family members who are interested in supporting your child's education.

Do we accept matching gifts from places of employment? YES! Simply fill out and submit the necessary forms from your company and we will credit you for the matching gift.
 
Can I make a donation later in the year? YES!  PTO needs to receive the majority of our donations by the end of December so that we can plan for the year. However, we will accept donations throughout the school year. 
 
How will the money be used? All donations will directly support the students, teachers, and staff of Lamar High School. We hope to provide $40,000 in Teacher Wish List grants this year! Check out the PTO Budget for this year. https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/91902
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Winter Coat Drive for Lamar Students
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Teacher Wish List Fall Application Deadline 
Dear Lamar Teachers --
 
 If you have a special project or need that the PTO can assist with, PTO invites you to apply for one of their teacher grants.  Grants are limited to a maximum of $1,500.  The deadline for the fall grants is Friday, December 4, 2020.   To go directly to the application form, click here: https://forms.gle/J1vub6rHZ5UPqxRS7.
 
 
 
Donate Items to Lamar Wraparound Services

 Lamar Wraparound Specialists Merci Gregory and Danna Harris are working with students and families to address non-academic challenges to improve the education and well-being of all Lamar students. The new wraparound closet is called The Alamo.
 
Mersula.BedneauGregory@houstonisd.org
Danna.Harris@HoustonISD.org

DONATIONS NEEDED
Immediate needs: Shoes, Uniform jackets, and uniform shirts
 
Click on the links below to purchase items, and they will be delivered to Lamar.
 
AMAZON WISH LIST
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3NJTIZ2LQSOSW/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
 
LAMAR UNIFORMS
https://lamarpto.wufoo.com/forms/items-for-the-alamo/

Email your receipt to LamarPTOPresident@gmail.com and we will send you a donation receipt.

Wraparound Specialists
Wraparound  received donations from community partners, PTO, Alumni and staff for the Alamo Closets for our students and families in need. If you know of any student and or family in need; please either stop by the Wraparound Office located next door to the School Store and or either call Mrs. Merci at 713-522-5960 Ext: 008156 or 832-377-8407and Ms. Harris at 713-522-5960 Ext: 008358 or 346-91-7229. Leave a detailed message and they will return your call. They are working on helping families for the Winter Break, so please keep in mind any families may need the extra support and help over the upcoming break. They are there to help bridge the gap for our students, families, staff and community, by providing nonacademic support, resources and connection. Please allow them to provide support. “It takes a village to raise a child and a community to raise a family; let us all wraparound and connect”!
 

Tennis Team Fundraiser
Needing some new Lamar gear for the cooler weather?  Wanting a new pullover, joggers, or a Lamar blanket for those chilly days?  Look no further!  Order great new Lamar fan gear and help the tennis team raise money!!  The deadline is Tuesday, Dec. 15.  After this date, these items will no longer be available so order soon!  Click here to visit the Lamar Fan Gear Shop: https://fancloth.shop/6KSGH
 

Sock Sale
Stop by the School Store and pick up a pair of Texans Socks for only $5
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Online orders may be picked up by students from the school store 
      8am - 2 pm Monday  - Friday on Schools Days
 
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/TexansSockSale
 

Lights, Camera, PHOTOS!
Underclassmen:If you missed picture day, you have another opportunity to get your photo in the yearbook! Set your calendar for Monday, December 14th. Sign-ups for virtual students will be posted on @lamarlifeonline, the newsletter, and any other Lamar information outlets. 
 
Seniors:If you have not taken your senior portraits, you can schedule with the studio directly via phone (281) 277-3900 OR sign-up for the LAST CHANCE on-campus photo session via the following link:www.bit.ly/LASTCHANCEseniorphotos 

Any senior can attend the on-campus session. You must bring $10 for your session, in which you will take a formal photo and a cap & gown photo. All outfits are supplied via the studio. 
*If you do not get your senior portrait taken by Prestige before Jan. 8th, you WILL NOT be in the yearbook!* 
 

BUY THE 2020-21 YEARBOOK NOW!
This is a year you won't want to forget! 
 
We only have a limited number of yearbooks to sell, so be sure to purchase NOW! 
Please contact Kadee Harper, kadee.harper@houstonisd.org, with questions. 
 
Student/Senior and Yearbook Ads
Time is running out to purchase a yearbook ad or shoutout for your student! 
You can create the ad yourself (like Shutterfly) or we can create it with photos you supply.
It’s quick, it’s easy, and it’ll last forever! 
 
To view how to purchase a yearbook or yearbook ad, watch the following videos: 
· Ad Video #1: https://www.tiktok.com/@lamarlifeonline/video/6880686540880628998?lang=en
· Ad Video #2: https://www.tiktok.com/@lamarlifeonline/video/6880689187918482694?lang=en
Follow us on Instagram, Tic Tok, and Twitter @lamarlifeonline and @lamarlifeyearbook for more updates! 
 
Please contact Kadee Harper, kadee.harper@houstonisd.org, with questions. 
 

Lamar Life and Socials
Hey Texans! Have you seen our new website? 
 
Lamar Life has built a student-led online publication for all things Lamar! 
 
Keep up with the latest news with our NEW STORIES AND MORE at www.lamarlife.org.  
 
Follow our student-led social media platforms
 

Class of 2021 Beach Towels 
Virtual seniors will have a scheduled time to pick-up their towels in the near future. Stay tuned for a future date.  
In-person students may stop by 4th floor reception during the day if they did not receive their beach towel during the senior movie night event .

Balfour [image: ]
Lamar High Schools Custom Balfour Page
https://www.balfour.com/texas/houston/lamar-high-school
 
Class Jewelry Catalog
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1018756/
 
Graduation Catalog
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/673253/
 
Place your order TODAY!
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Appointments
Please try to schedule all appointments for days when students are virtual to help us limit the number of people on campus during the day.  This is an important part of our Communicable Diseases Plan and is important in maintaining in-person as an option for students.
 
In the event of a true emergency, please call in advance to let the Welcome Center know you are coming to campus.  Please remember that we cannot check out students during the lunch period 11:45-12:45 p.m., or during the last 30 minutes of the school day (3:40-4:10 p.m.)
 

Need Help with Something Else?
	If your Advocacy Teacher is …
	Your Academic Dean is …
Your Assistant Principal is...
Your Neighborhood Clerk is...

	Mr. Arjon or Mr. A. Ryan  9A & 9B
	Mr. Jefferson  pjeffer2@houstonisd.org
Dr. Cain  rcain@houstonisd.org
 Ms. Guzman   Mguzman5@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Argueta or Ms. Valle  9C & 9D   
	Ms. Lawrence  dlawren1@houstonisd.org
Ms. King  kking8@houstonisd.org
 Ms. Chavez    chavez7@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Ross or Mr. Bajracharya/Ms. Langford 10A & 10B
	Ms. Kamla  jkamla@houstonisd.org 
Dr. Mosby  gmosby@houstonisd.org
Ms. Lewis      Sheila.Lewis@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Rivera-Colon or Mr. Shalin 10C & 10D
	Ms. Ballard  jballard@houstonisd.org
Ms. Fernandez mfernan7@houstonisd.org
Ms. Forbes     sforbes1@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Sartor or Mr. Sarabia 11A & 11B 
	Ms. Brooks  fbrooks1@houstonisd.org
Ms. Mann dmann1@houstonisd.org
Ms. McCourt    Melissa.McCourt@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Cobb or Mr. Firozi 11C & 11D
	Mr. Mahone Erron.Mahone@houstonisd.org
Mr. Thompson kthompso@houstonisd.org
Ms. Ramirez    pramirez@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Rancifer or Ms. Hicks 12A &12B 
	Ms. Pruitt  cpruitt1@houstonisd.org
Ms. Pizana mpizana@houstonisd.org
Ms. O'Banner   tobanner@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Mahendran or Ms. Wu 12C &12D
	Ms. Quintero  Monica.Quintero@houstonisd.org
Mr. Alaniz  jalaniz1@houstonisd.org
Mr. Osborne     SOSBORNE@houstonisd.org


 
An Inspirational Moment
"Believe in yourself and you can do unbelievable things."
Author:  Unknown
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SENIOR DUES

https://www.schoolpay.com/link/LH. 2021

includes a Class of 207 ataburger table tent)

Included in the Senior Fees (Early Bird Special): Diploma Package (transcripts for college, diploma and diploma

cover), Senior Mask, Senior T-Shirt (Senior Sunrise), Senior Sticker and Senior Gift

Included in the Senior Fees: Senior Breakfast, Senior T-Shirt, Class Sticker, Diploma Cover & Senior Gift

Semor(!ssT-S!irt Sunrise, -!2 .00 eac!

= Senior Class of 2021 Mask - $10.00 per student
« Senior Class Sticker - $5.00 each

«  Senior Gift - $30.00 per student

« Diploma Package - $25.00 per student

«  Senior Class T-Shirt (Sunrise) - $24.00 each

«  Senior Class of 2021 Mask - $12.00 per student
« Senior Class Sticker - $6.00 each

«  Senior Gift - $33.00 per student

+  Diploma Package - $25.00 per student

All Cap and Gowns are ordered through Balfour at:
www.balfour.com
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