Waiver
Descriptions
2019-2020

#1-High Schools — Credits and Curriculum Waiver of Local Board Policy EIA (LOCAL) and
EIG (LOCAL)The purpose of this waiver is to offer a pass/fail grade oplion to high achieving
junior and senior AP/Dual Credit students to encourage them lo pursue their interests in
extracurricular or multiyear pragrams, including their interests in physical fitness, sports, and
Physical Education (PE) related courses, withoul having their GPA negatively affecled. It is
recommended by the HISD Curriculur Department that this waiver be approved, contingent
upon a humerical grade being assigned to a student's first PE course: any additional PE courses
can be offered with a pass/fail grading option. The suppott for the calculation of GPA will not be
available from the District. Students must carry a full load of AP coursework. All other eligibility
requirements will be determined by the school. The specific objective is to increase the number
of students taking Advanced Placement/Dual Credit courses and is identified in the school's SIP.
The success of this waiver will be determined by the number of students that request the
pass/fail option and participate in extracurricular activities as compared lo the year before. If his
is a renewal, a stalemenl of compliance and evidence of efficacy are required

i12-All Schools - HISD Early Dismissal Days Waiver - Attend Full Day Instead of Releasing
Early This waiver allows a school to be exempt from the district early disimissal calendar days of
September 27th, October 18th, November 8th, January 17th and February 14th of the 2019-
2020 school year. Students can altend school for a full-day instead of releasing early those
days. Schools will be responsible for the additional cost of transportation that is incurred by this
waiver as well as the responsibility of noiifications to parents of the allered schedule change that
is brought about by this waiver.

#3-All Schools ~ Nine (9) Week Grading Cycle — Grading Cycle Waiver of Local hoard
Policy EIA (LOCAL)The purpose of this waiver is to use a nine-week grading cycle. This will
provide teachers with additional instructional time with students before grading periods. Student
achievement will be positively impacted by providing students more time to improve their grades
following the distribution of progress reports. The nine-week cycle will align and provide for
consistent communication with parents. This does not waive required UIL three-week progress
reporting. With a 9-weelk grading cycle, students have extended time to progress and have a
longer opportunity to develop and demonstrate mastery on TEKS.

it4-High Schools - NModified Schedule/State Assessment Days This Waiver allows the district
or charter school to modify the schedule of classes for high school students (Grades 9-12) only
who are not being tested to report to and attend the school after the state assessment tesling
period has ended, therefore, reducing the interruptions during the testing period. Al students
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must be scheduled for at least 240 minutes of instruction. The time students test can be included e

as instructional time. If this is a renewal, a statement of compliance is required.

#5-High Schools - Foreign Exchange Student Waiver of TEC §25.001(E)Districts and charter
schools may request a waiver to limit the number of foreign exchange students admitted into the
district under Texas Education Code §25.001(e). The purpose of this waiver is to include 5 or
more foreign exchange students per high school. This must be submitted as a general waiver
application. The approval of this waiver is not retroactive and takes effect on the date that the
agency approves the application. The dislricts and charter schools are required to enroll foreign
exchange students who arrive in the district or who have requested enrollment in the district prior
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to the waiver approval date.
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